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Dr. Desiree Rodgers is a Behavioral and Developmental Pediatrician on 
staff at the Diagnostic Center, Central California, in Fresno.  She is a board 
certified Pediatrician, obtaining a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from the 
University of San Francisco and a Masters in Public Health degree in Biomedical 
Sciences from UC, Berkley.  Dr. Rodgers attended Howard University College of 
Medicine for medical school, followed by her internship and residency in 
Pediatrics at Children’s Hospital Medical Center in Oakland, California.  She 
completed a Fellowship in Behavioral and Developmental Pediatrics at UC, San 
Francisco after working as a general Pediatrician for several years.  Dr. Rodgers 
has worked as a Behavioral and Developmental Pediatrician in the Central Valley 
for the past five years, and we are fortunate to have her on our staff! 

Dr. Rodgers will present four seminars on specific dates at the Diagnostic 
Center from 4:00 to 5:30 P.M.    See page – for registration form. 

The schedule of seminars is as follows: 

September 8, 2005 Traditional, Alternative & Complementary Medicine 
Treatments for Learning Disabilities, Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder, and Autistic Spectrum 
Disorders 

November 10, 2005 Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 

January 12, 2006 Developmental Delay 

March 9, 2006 Epilepsy/Seizure Disorder and Anticonvulsant 
Medications 
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The California Department of Education’s Diagnostic Centers are located in Fresno, 
Fremont, and Los Angeles.  In addition to our widely known assessment services, the 
three Diagnostic Centers are pleased to offer staff development and training services to 
California’s school districts, SELPAs, and county offices of education.  Statewide, each 
Center offers training in: 
 

• Literacy 
• Positive Behavior Supports 
• Autism  
• Curriculum and Instruction 

 
Each Center also offers a menu of training topics that vary according to regional needs 
and to the expertise and interests of staff available at each site. 
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Professional Development Opportunities 
Offered by 

Diagnostic Center, Central California 
 

Overview 
 

The Diagnostic Center, Central California (DCC) offers staff development to local 
education agencies and families.  A wide range of topics are available based on 
assessed statewide and local needs, current developments in education, and the 
expertise and interests of the Diagnostic Center staff.  The presenters are experienced 
practitioners who offer current, research-based information and practical skills.  The 
trainings are available throughout the year and in various formats including:   

 Half-day and full-day sessions:   Half-day sessions are 2 to 3 ½ hours in 
length.  Full-day sessions are typically 6 hours in length and include a lunch 
that is served on-site. Special arrangements may be made to provide 
Saturday sessions. 

 Consultation Services:  Consultation sessions may be scheduled for one 
hour sessions either at the center or via videoconferencing. 

 Comprehensive training and technical assistance projects:   These 
projects are individually designed to meet specific school, classroom and staff 
needs.  Projects provide in-depth content and instructional skill development.  
Projects typically include up to 5 service days that may be interspersed over a 
period of weeks or months.  Project components are identified by DCC and 
the receiving district and may include: 

♦ In-depth content training through half or full day presentations or 1-2 hour 
staff training. 

♦ On-site consultation 
♦ Evaluation and planning sessions with teachers and administrators 
♦ Demonstration teaching, including videotaped sessions 
♦ Observations of classroom teaching and feedback sessions 
♦ Problem-solving/coaching sessions 
♦ Data analysis, discussion, and development of classroom and/or school-

based evaluation and planning models 
 

Current projects focus on literacy, autism, and positive behavioral 
supports.Projects are available on a limited basis.  Ideally, the planning 
process with thelocal district or school site begins in the Spring prior to the 
year of implementation.   

  
Project Development:  Contact Carole Bence at (559) 243-4047 or  

cbence@dcc-cde.ca.gov 
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Procedures to schedule a training: 
• Review the training manual and select topics. 
• Identify two or three potential training dates for each desired training. 
• Identify the RCC or LEA contact person who will be responsible for coordinating the 

training with DCC 
• Contact Susan Bobbitt, Director of the Diagnostic Center to request 

trainings. 
• Phone:    (559) 243-4047 
• E-mail:   sbobbitt@dcc-cde.ca.gov for available dates. 

 
Responsibilities of the Sponsoring Agency: 
  
Following confirmation of a training: 

• The DCC will complete a Training Contract for each confirmed training 
(See next page for sample) 

• Secure training site and arrange room set-up 
• Create and disseminate flyer 
• Provide for audio-visual and other equipment needs 
• Duplicate handout packets for all participants 
• Greet and register participants 
• Introduce presenter 
• Distribute and collect evaluation surveys 
• Distribute “Certificate of Completion” at the end of the training 

 
Note:  While it is not required, providing lunch on-site for full day workshops is greatly 
appreciated.  It ensures a timely resumption of the training after the lunch break. 
A “Certificate of Completion” is available to participants.  This may be used to 
document professional development hours to meet LEA requirements or applied 
towards the credential requirements for Educational Specialist Level II non-university 
activities, upon university approval. The Diagnostic Center is also a Speech-Language 
Pathology and Audiology Board approved continuing professional development 
provider. 
We strongly recommend that the sponsoring agency ensure that parents, general 
education personnel and other agency staff, as appropriate, are invited to attend a 
scheduled workshop, (i.e., Regional Center, County Mental Health, etc). 

Cost of Diagnostic Center services: 
There is no cost for our training service.  Trainings are available on a “first come, 
first served” basis.  LEA’s have the responsibility for costs involved with duplication of 
handout materials, securing the training site, advertising the training, providing 
refreshments and other like costs. 

Scheduled trainings are posted on our website:  www.dcc-cde.ca.gov 
If you wish to attend a training already scheduled, you should contact the hosting 
agency listed. 
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The Diagnostic Center, Central California will provide (Agency) with (presentation 
title) on (date/time).  The training will be provided by (Presenter).  (Agency) will be 
responsible for the following: 
 

 Assigning contact person 
 Advertising the training 
 Meeting the minimum attendance requirement (generally at least 20)   
 Canceling the presentation if attendance requirement is not met two 

weeks prior to presentation date 
 Securing the presentation site 
 Arranging for refreshments and lunch  (as appropriate) 
 Arranging the room to presenter’s specifications  
 Delivering and setting up equipment 
 Duplicating and distributing handout materials 
 Greeting and registering participants 
 Introducing presenter 
 Distributing and collecting evaluation surveys 
 Duplicating and distributing a “Certificate of Completion” for each 

participant 
 
(Agency) agrees to the above and will ensure that the training room is available to the 
presenter at least one hour before the presentation.   
 
 
Diagnostic Center Contact:  Susan Bobbitt, Director 
Phone:  559 / 243-4047    Email:  sbobbitt@dcc-cde.ca.gov 
 
RCC/LEA Administrator authorizing this agreement: 
 
Name:  __________________________________ Phone: ____________________ 
 
        E-mail: ____________________ 
      
                               Please return this agreement as soon as possible to confirm this date. 
 

  Diagnostic Center, Central California   
  Attention:  Susan Bobbitt, Director 
  1818 West Ashlan Avenue 

    Fresno, CA 93705  (559) 243-4047 

 
Diagnostic Center Training Agreement 

 
 SAMPLE DOCUMENT 
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ASK THE DOCTOR: 
HOT TOPICS IN MEDICINE 

 
Dr. Desiree Rodgers, Behavioral & Developmental Pediatrician, will present a series of 
seminars on research-based medical issues impacting education.  Seminars will be held 
from 4:00 to 5:30 P.M. at the Diagnostic Center, Central California.   
 

REGISTRATION FORM 

 
Name: ______________________________  Title: ___________________________     
 
Agency: _______________________________________________________________ 
  
Phone:  _______________________    Email: __________________________ 
                  (Please print legibly) 
 
Please check specific sessions you will attend: 

 
 

September 8, 2005 Traditional, Alternative & Complementary Medicine 
Treatments for Learning Disabilities, Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder, and Autistic Spectrum Disorders 

 
November 10, 2005  Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 

 
 

January 12, 2006  Developmental Delay 
 
 

March 9, 2006  Epilepsy/Seizure Disorder and Anticonvulsant Medications 
 

Registration forms may be mailed, faxed, or e-mailed to: 

Carole Bence, Diagnostic Center, Central CA 
1818 W. Ashlan 

Fresno, CA.  93705 
Fax:  (559)  222-1673 

Email:  cbence@dcc-cde.ca.gov 

Limited seating is available, so interested parties are encourage to register as soon as 
possible.  Confirmation notification will be provided.  Applicants who are unable to 
attend sessions of confirmed attendance are expected to notify the Diagnostic Center 
and/or arrange for an alternate individual to attend.

Diagnostic Center 
 Central California  

presents: 
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DCC PRESENTERS 
 
 

 
Jodie Dittmar, M.S., Education Specialist 
 
Kay Hamilton, Speech Pathologist 
 
Rita Humphreys, Ph.D., Speech Pathologist, CCC-SLP 
 
Melanie Johnson, M.A.,  Education Specialist 
 
Jane Ketcham, M.A., Education Specialist 
 
Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist 
& Education Specialist 
 
Desiree Rodgers, M.D., 
Behavioral and Developmental Pediatrician 
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AUTISM & ASPERGER SYNDROME STRAND 

  
 Partial requirement for Autism Specialist Certificate in some SELPAs 

 
 
A-1 

 
Creating Appropriate Structure for Autistic Students in Special 
Education and General Education Settings 

 
Presenter: Bev Long, M.A.,C.C.C. , Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist 
        
Time:  8:00-8:30   Registration ~  8:30-3:30   Workshop 
  
Intended  Educators and Designated Instructional Service providers working with  
Audience: students on the Autism Spectrum; Program Specialists, Administrators, 

interested community and other agency service providers 
 
Content/Outcomes: 
 
 This workshop will focus on ways to create optimum structure for students 

on the spectrum who are both high and low functioning.  General 
principles of classroom structure; time structure; task structure; and the 
use of schedules will be covered.  A special focus will be on how to 
provide necessary structure for these students who are being educated in 
the general education environment.  Practical application will involve a 
review of case studies for both low and high functioning students and 
opportunities to collaborate with peers during the workshop. 

 
 
A-2 

 
Supporting the Behavioral Needs of Students with Autism 

             

Presenter: Bev Long, M.A.,C.C.C. , Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist 
Time:  8:00-8:30   Registration  ~  8:30-3:30   Workshop 
Intended Educators and Designated Instructional Service providers working with  
Audience: students on the Autism Spectrum; Program Specialists, Administrators,   

interested community and other agency service providers 
Content/Outcomes 

The focus of this workshop is to empower individuals who work with 
students on the Autism Spectrum with a practical, powerful and 
appropriate framework to use in determining what structure and support is 
needed for a particular student.  The emphasis will be on proactive 
supports for these students.  Practical application will be made through the 
use of case studies and collaboration with peers at the workshop.  This 
workshop will “stand alone,” but would ideally follow Creating 
Appropriate Structure for Autistic Students in Special Education and 
General Education Settings.    

New 

New
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AUTISM & ASPERGER SYNDROME STRAND 
 
 Partial requirement for Autism Specialist Certificate in some SELPAs 

     
 

A-3 
 
Meeting the Communication Needs of Nonverbal Students with Autism 
 

 

Presenter: Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist 
Time:  8:00-8:30   Registration ~  8:30-3:30   Workshop 
Intended  Educators and Designated Instructional Service providers  
Audience:      working with students with autism who are nonverbal; Program 

Specialists, Administrators, interested community and other agency 
service providers. 

Content/Outcomes: 
This training is designed to provide a range of best practice techniques for 
meeting the communication needs of nonverbal students with autism. Both 
high- and low-tech options will be reviewed.  The emphasis will be on how 
to create an environment that provides opportunities for the students to 
learn and demonstrate communicative intent. 
  

 
A-4 

 
Meeting the Communication Needs of Verbal Students with Autism 
 

  
Presenter: Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist   
Time:  8:00-8:30   Registration ~  8:30-3:30   Workshop 
Intended  Speech Pathologists, Special and General Education Teachers, School  
Audience: Psychologists, Program Specialists and Administrators   
Content/Outcomes: 
 Verbal students with autism have very real communication needs.  This 

workshop will identify principles involved in meeting the communication 
needs of these students.  Participants will learn the most powerful 
techniques and interventions for supporting the minimally verbal student to 
those with Asperger Syndrome. 



  

  Page 9 

 

AUTISM & ASPERGER SYNDROME STRAND 
 
        Partial requirement for Autism Specialist Certificate in some SELPAs 
 
 
A-5 

 
Understanding and Meeting the Sensory Needs of Students  
With Autism 

 
Presenter: Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist   
Time:  8:00-8:30   Registration ~  8:30-3:30   Workshop 
Intended  Speech Pathologists, School Psychologists, General and Special   
Audience: Educators, Program Managers, Occupational Therapists, Physical 

Therapists, Adapted Physical Education Specialists, and Administrators 
Content/Outcomes: 

♦ What are the sensory and motor needs of students with autism?   

♦ How do you know the needs of individual students?   

♦ How do you meet those needs in a classroom environment?   
This workshop will provide answers to these questions.  Participants will 
learn which materials, strategies and supports are the most powerful and 
effective.  Be prepared for a multisensory experience with lots of “hands-
on” opportunities! This workshop is appropriate for teachers of both low 
and high functioning students with autism. 

 
 
A-6 

 
Writing and Implementing Social Stories  
 

 
Presenter: Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist &  Education Specialist  
Time:  8:00-8:30   Registration ~  8:30-3:30   Workshop 
Audience:   Educators, Speech Pathologists, and School Psychologists  
Content/Outcomes: 

This training will feature a 3 hour training video of Carol Gray presenting 
her techniques of Social Stories. The video is interactive and augmented 
by a workbook prepared by Carol Gray.  In the afternoon, participants will 
engage in “hands-on” activities by reviewing profiles of students with 
variable ages and abilities; writing individualized Social Stories and 
considering ways to implement Social Stories with maximal success. 

New 
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AUTISM & ASPERGER SYNDROME STRAND 
 

 Partial requirement for Autism Specialist Certificate in some SELPAs 
 

 
A-7 

 
Developing Social Skills in Students with Autism 
 

 
Presenter: Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist 
Time:  8:00-8:30   Registration ~  8:30-3:30   Workshop 
Intended       Speech Pathologists, School Psychologists, General and Special 
Audience: Education Teachers, Program Managers and Administrators 
Content/Outcomes: 
 This workshop will focus on best practices for developing social skills and 

relationship awareness in students who are on the Autism Spectrum.  It 
will cover the needs of students of all ages who are nonverbal or minimally 
verbal and have “limited to no” social awareness.  Strategies will be 
shared for supporting the development of initial skills, such as imitation 
and joint referencing, as well as interventions to support beginning play 
skills and interaction.  This training will NOT focus on students who are 
highly verbal or have more than beginning social proficiency levels. 

 
 
A-8 

 
Developing Social Skills in High Functioning Students with Autism  
and Asperger Syndrome  
 

 
Presenter: Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist 
Time:  8:00-8:30   Registration ~  8:30-3:30   Workshop 
Intended       Speech Pathologists, School Psychologists, General and Special 
Audience: Education Teachers, Program Managers and Administrators   
Content/Outcomes: 

This workshop will focus on the unique social and relationship needs of 
high functioning verbal students with autism and Asperger Syndrome.  
Participants will be introduced to general social supports for these 
students. The focus will include highly structured social skills training 
strategies, as well as informal supports.  Participants will learn which 
programs, techniques and interventions are most powerful.  This 
workshop will NOT cover the needs of nonverbal or minimally verbal 
students. 
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AUTISM & ASPERGER SYNDROME STRAND 
 
                Partial requirement for Autism Specialist Certificate in some SELPAs 
 
 
A-9 

 
Asperger Syndrome: Understanding and Supporting School-Aged 
Students 

 
Presenter: Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist 
Time:  8:00-8:30   Registration ~  8:30-3:30   Workshop 
Intended       Speech Pathologists, School Psychologists, General and Special 
Audience: Education Teachers, Program Managers and Administrators 
Content/Outcomes: 

This is an entry level workshop that is designed to provide participants 
with a framework for understanding and supporting students with Asperger 
Syndrome.  This increasingly identified population of unique and 
challenging students requires well-conceived interventions and supports.  
The goal of this workshop is to introduce participants to an overview of the 
following: 

• Characteristics of Asperger Syndrome 
• Characteristics and supports for language and social skills 
• Characteristics and supports for behavior 
• Characteristics and supports for academics  
 

 
A-10 

 
Supporting the Academic Needs of Students with  
Asperger Syndrome 
 

 
Presenter: Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist 
Time:  8:00-8:30   Registration ~  8:30-3:30   Workshop 
Intended       General Education Teachers, Resource Specialists, Speech Pathologists, 
Audience: School Psychologists and Administrators 
Content/Outcomes: 
 The focus of this workshop is to explore the unique learning styles, 

strengths and weaknesses of students with Asperger Syndrome as related 
to their academic achievement.  Practical and helpful supports and 
accommodations that can be used in any educational setting will be 
emphasized.  Participants will be introduced to several case studies and 
given time to collaborate with peers in creating academic support plans. 

New 
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AUTISM & ASPERGER SYNDROME STRAND 

 
 
         Partial requirement for Autism Specialist Certificate in some SELPAs 
 
 
 
A-11 

 
Supporting the Behavioral Needs of Students with 
Asperger Syndrome 
 

 
Presenter: Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist 
Time:  8:00-8:30   Registration ~  8:30-3:30   Workshop 
Intended       General Education Teachers, Resource Specialists, Speech Pathologists, 
Audience: School Psychologists and Administrators 
Content/Outcomes: 
 The content of this training will focus on understanding the unique 

perspectives and needs of students with Asperger Syndrome and high 
functioning autism.  Participants will learn a variety of techniques for 
supporting the behaviors of these students.  The emphasis will be on 
proactive strategies that assist the student to achieve and maintain 
behavioral equilibrium.  It is critical that professionals and parents 
recognize that meeting the behavioral needs of these students begins with 
an understanding of the world from their perspective.   Participants will 
review case studies and collaborate with peers to plan behavioral 
supports.  

New 
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BEHAVIOR STRAND 

 
 
B-1 

 
Behavior Support:  The Basics for Educators! 
 

 
Presenter:   Jodie Dittmar, Education Specialist 
Time:  8:00-8:30 Registration   ~    8:30-3:30  Workshop 
Intended   
Audience: General and Special Education Administrators and Teachers, agency 

service providers, and others involved in positive behavior support 
Content/Outcomes: 

The focus of this strand will be developing positive and effective Behavior 
Support Plans (BSPs) for students of varying ages and disabilities.  The 
following topics will be included: 

• Basic review of philosophies and legal requirements of behavior 
assessment and support  under IDEA and 504 

• Behavior Support Plans that work (and some that don’t) 

• Using the QE2 rubric to evaluate the quality of a Behavior Support 
Plan 

• Timesaving, practical methods to gather data, direct students, and 
reinforce behavior 

 
 
B-2 

 
Maximizing Student Engagement & Minimizing Disruptive Behavior 
 

 
Presenter: Jodie Dittmar, Education Specialist 
Time:  3 ½ Hours 
Intended 
Audience: Participants of this workshop will be expected to have completed B-1 

“Behavior Support:  The Basics!” or comparable PENT, district or other 
functional behavior support training. 

Content/Outcomes 
While general behavior support strategies will be included, this workshop 
will focus on successful strategies for students with “non-severe 
disabilities.”  Proven accommodation strategies for inclusive settings will 
be shared as well as helpful tips for dealing with student attention, anxiety, 
sensory, and social difficulties in all settings. 
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BEHAVIOR STRAND 

 
 
 
B-3 

 
Teacher’s Guide to Behavior Support for Students with  
Severe Disabilities 
 

 
Presenter: Jodie Dittmar, Education Specialist 
Time:  3 ½ Hours 
Intended 
Audience: Participants of this workshop will be expected to have completed B-1 

“Behavior Support:  The Basics!” or comparable PENT, district or other 
Functional behavior support training. 

Content/Outcomes: 
 This workshop will focus on supportive strategies for assisting in the 

education of students who are nonverbal or have severe disabilities.  
Behavior support strategies will be included to assist with sensory issues, 
communication, social skills and other difficulties 

 
 

LITERACY STRAND 
 
 
L-1 

  
Best Practices in Early Literacy 
 

 
Presenter: Kay Hamilton, Speech Pathologist  
Time:  3 ½ Hours 
Intended       Speech Pathologists, School Psychologists, General and Special 
Audience: Education Teachers, Program Managers and Administrators 
Content/Outcomes: 

This presentation is designed to provide a solid overview of the research-
based “best practices” in early literacy for the preschool aged child.  The 
focus will be on developing:  

♦ Oral language skills 

♦ Phonological awareness 

♦ Print concepts 

♦ Letter knowledge 

♦ Appreciation for “literate forms” 
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LITERACY STRAND 
 

 
L-2 

  
Beginning Reading:  A Strategic Start 

 
Presenter: Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist  
Time:  8:00-8:30 Registration   ~     8:30–3:30  Workshop 
Intended       Speech Pathologists, School Psychologists, General and Special 
Audience: Education Teachers, Program Managers and Administrators 
Content/Outcomes: 

This workshop is designed to provide the participants with a solid grounding in 
the absolute essentials required for teaching beginning readers.  The information 
will be appropriate for teachers of primary aged students (grades K-2), and for 
those teaching beginning readers in grades 3-6.  Topics include the following: 

♦ Phonological awareness 

♦ Letter-sound associations 

♦ Beginning decoding 

♦ Decodable texts 

♦ Technology to amplify instruction 
 

 
L-3 

  
Building Competent Readers:  Moving Ahead 

 
Presenter: Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist  
Time:  8:00-8:30 Registration   ~     8:30–3:30  Workshop 
Intended Speech Pathologists, School Psychologists, General and Special 
Audience: Education Teachers, Program Managers and Administrators 
Content/Outcomes: 

This workshop is designed to build on the essentials covered in “Beginning 
Reading: A Strategic Start.”   The information will be most appropriate for 
teachers with students in grades 3-6 who have achieved a reading level of at 
least  early 2nd grade. 

♦ Extending phonological awareness 

♦ Complex decoding 

♦ Fluency building  

♦ Rapid automatic recall 

♦ Word study 
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LITERACY STRAND 
 

 
L-4 

  
Grasping the Meaning:  Developing Comprehension 

 
Presenter: Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist  
Time:  8:00-8:30 Registration   ~     8:30–3:30  Workshop 
Intended General and Special Education Teachers, Speech Pathologists,  
Audience: School Psychologists, Program Specialists and  Administrators 
Content/Outcomes: 

This workshop is designed to cover the range of powerful strategies to 
assist students in grades 2-12 to develop reading comprehension skills.  
The following topics are covered: 

♦ Vocabulary development 

♦ Effective comprehension strategies 

♦ Comprehension routines 

♦ Graphic organizers 
 

 
L-5 

 
SOS:  Supporting Older, Struggling Readers 

 
Presenter: Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist &  Education Specialist  
Time:  8:00-8:30 Registration   ~    8:30–3:30  Workshop 
Intended General and Special Education Teachers, Speech Pathologists,  
Audience: School Psychologists, Program Specialists and  Administrators 
Content/Outcomes: 

This workshop is designed to meet the needs of teachers who are working 
with students in grades 4-12 who are reading at the 1st to 4th grade levels.  
The following topics are included:  

♦ Decoding 

♦ Fluency 

♦ Vocabulary and word study 

♦ Comprehension 
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 LITERACY STRAND 

 
 
 
L-6 

 
DIBELS:  Implementation and Interpretation to Effectively Measure 
Reading Levels of Your Struggling Readers 
(Dynamic Indictors of Basic Early Literacy Skills) 
 

   
Presenter: Jane Ketcham, M.A., Educational Specialist and 
 Melanie Johnson, M.A., Education Specialist 
Time: 3 ½ Hours 
Audience: General Education Teachers, Reading Specialists, Academic Literacy 

Teachers, Reading Coaches, Special Educators, Administrators 
Content: This workshop will present an overview of DIBELS measures to support 

student progress toward benchmarks to include: 

♦ When to use the DIBELS one-minute measures 

♦ Administration & scoring guidelines 

♦ Setting targets, goals and aim-lines 

♦ Utilizing Progress Monitoring tools 

♦ Instructional considerations based on findings 

♦ Overview of other assessments that guide systematic reading 
instruction 

Outcomes: 

♦ Participants will learn how to administer standardized tools. 

♦ Participants will learn how and when these assessment tools are 
appropriate to use as an intervention for struggling readers of all ages. 

♦ Participants will learn how and when to utilize Progress Monitoring 
Materials, how to access materials, and how to track the progress of 
students. 

♦ Participants will be able to use assessment findings to plan targeted 
instruction to improve student outcomes. 

New
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STRATEGIES & INTERVENTIONS STRAND 
 
 
 
S-1 

 
Assessment & Treatment of Auditory and Language  
Processing Difficulties 
 

 
Presenter: Rita Humphreys, Ph.D., Speech Pathologist, CCC-SLP 
Time:  8:00-8:30 Registration         8:30-3:30  Workshop   (6 CEU’s available) 
Content: This training includes the current thinking about auditory and language 

processing disorders, including the ASHA and CSHA position papers.  It 
includes subtypes of disorders, assessment, treatment by a speech-
language pathologist and classroom-based strategies for teachers. 

Objectives: 
1. Participants will learn what assessment tools are most useful. 
2. Participants will learn the differences between auditory processing issues 

and other similar difficulties, such as attention problems. 
3. Participants will be able to make appropriate treatment decisions both in 

therapy and for classroom accommodations.  
 
 

 
S-2 

 
The Speech/Language Literacy Connection 
 

 
Presenter: Kay Hamilton, Speech Pathologist 
Time:  3 ½  Hours 
Intended 
Audience: This workshop is especially designed for Speech and Language 

Pathologists serving students from preschool through middle school. 
Content/Outcomes: 

The interwoven relationship between literacy and speech/language 
development and remediation will be discussed. The basic literacy 
components including phonological awareness, the alphabetic principal, 
reading fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, spelling and writing will be 
addressed.  Using a literacy instruction perspective, the means for 
maximizing Speech/Language services to support and facilitate literacy 
development will be explored.  Speech-Language Pathologists have much 
to offer in support of children’s literacy growth. 

New 
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STRATEGIES & INTERVENTIONS STRAND 
 
 
 
S-3 

 
Creating Positive Learning Environments:  Fostering Inclusion 
 

 
Presenter: Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist &  Education Specialist 
Time:  3 ½ Hours 
Audience: General and Special Education Teachers, Speech Therapists, School 

Psychologists, Program Specialists, Paraprofessionals and interested 
agency service providers 

Content/Outcomes: 
This inservice will suggest a number of methods to facilitate the creation of 
positive learning environments for diverse learners.  Participants will learn 
about effective, interactive and inclusive strategies that have been 
classroom tested and supported by research. 

 
SEVERE DISABILITIES STRAND   

 
 
SH-1 

 
Supporting the Development of Communication in Students  
With Severe Disabilities 
 

 
Presenter:   Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist 
Time:  8:00-8:30  Registration   ~    8:30-3:30  Workshop 
Audience: Teachers, Paraprofessionals and Speech Pathologists who work with 

students with severe disabilities 
Content/Outcomes: 

This inservice is designed to empower teachers of the severely 
handicapped to begin to identify the most critical communication needs of 
each student. Participants will learn general principals for supporting 
communication skills as well as specific strategies for improving and 
increasing communication skills.    

New
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SEVERE DISABILITIES STRAND 

 
 

 
SH-2 

 
Supporting the Development of Literacy in Students with 
Severe Disabilities 
 

 
Presenter:  Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist & Education  

Specialist & Melanie Johnson, Education Specialist 
Time:  8:00-8:30  Registration   ~    8:30-3:30  Workshop 
Audience: Education staff working with students with severe disabilities 
Content/Outcomes: 

This inservice will provide the participants with many helpful and practical 
ideas on how to provide powerful literacy experiences for their students 
who are severely handicapped.  The needs of students who are 
nonverbal, as well as verbal, will be covered.  Strategies will be presented 
that support the potential development of basic reading and writing.  Come 
to expand your repertoire of skills for meeting these challenging 
educational needs. 

 
 
SH-3 

 
Supporting the Development of Social Skills in Students with 
Severe Disabilities 
 

 
Presenter:  Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist &  Education Specialist 
Time:  8:00-8:30  Registration   ~    8:30-3:30  Workshop 
Audience: Education staff working with students with severe disabilities 
Content/Outcomes: 

This inservice is designed to empower teachers of the severely 
handicapped to identify and focus on the most essential social skills.  
Participants will learn practical strategies for introducing, modeling, 
practicing and generalizing social skills.  Come and expand your “bag of 
tricks” regarding these incredibly significant life skills. 

New

New
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PARAPROFESSIONAL STRAND 

 
 
 
P-1 

 
Tips for Paraprofessionals Who Work With Students with Autism 
 

 
Presenter:  Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist 
Time:  3 Hours 
Audience: Paraprofessionals 
Content/Outcomes: 

This workshop will provide an overview of autism.  Paraprofessionals will 
learn practical, solid strategies and interventions needed to be an 
outstanding support for students on the Autism Spectrum.  Participants will 
be introduced to broad-based supports for language, academics, and 
behavior. 

 

 
P-2 

  
Paraprofessional’s Guide to Understanding and Supporting the 
Sensory Needs of students with Autism  
 

 

Content/Outcomes: 
Paraprofessionals will be introduced to the unique sensory needs of 
students with autism. A focus will be on developing sensitivity to those 
needs and awareness of a range of supports and interventions. Be 
prepared for a multi-sensory experience with lots of “hands-on” 
opportunities!  

 

  

 
P-3 

  
Paraprofessionals Guide to Understanding and Supporting the 
Behavioral Needs of Students with Autism 
 

 

Content/Outcomes: 
 Paraprofessionals will be introduced to a practical, powerful and 

appropriate framework to use in determining what structure and support is 
needed for a particular student.  The emphasis will be on proactive 
supports to address the behavioral needs of students with autism. 

New

New
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PARAPROFESSIONAL STRAND 

 
Presenter:  Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist 
Time: 3 Hours 
Audience: Paraprofessionals 

 
 
P-4 

  
Understanding and Supporting the Social Needs of Students  
with Autism 
 

 
Content/Outcomes 

 Paraprofessionals will be introduced to the unique social needs of 
students with autism.  This workshop will focus on some broad-based 
supports for developing social skills and relationship awareness in 
students who are on the Autistic Spectrum.  It will cover the needs of 
students who are non-verbal through the needs of higher functioning 
students who are socially aware and verbal but lack social sophistication 

 

 
P-5 

  
Understanding and Supporting the Communication Needs of  
Students with Autism 
 

 

Content/Outcomes 
 Paraprofessionals will be introduced to a wide range of best practice 

techniques for meeting the communication needs of nonverbal and verbal 
students with autism. The emphasis will be on how to notice and take 
advantage of opportunities for students to learn and demonstrate 
communicative intent. 

 
 

 
P-6 

  
Understanding and Supporting the Social Needs of Students  
with Learning & Language Disabilities 
 

 

Content /Outcomes: 
Paraprofessionals will be presented with an overview of social skill 
development in school aged students with learning & language disabilities. 
Informal supports and interventions will be presented.  

New 

New 

New
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PARAPROFESSIONAL STRAND 

 
Presenter:  Jodie Dittmar, Education Specialist 
Time:  3 Hours 
Audience: Paraprofessionals 
 
 
P-7 

 
Paraprofessional’s Guide to Behavior Supports:  The Basics! 
 

 
Content/Outcomes: 
 The specific focus for this foundational strand will be to develop an 

understanding of effective behavior support and components in 
developing positive behavior support for students of varying ages and 
disabilities.  Topics will include: 

♦ Basic review of effective Functional Behavioral Assessment and 
Behavior Support Plans (requirements, philosophy, and samples) 

♦ Proactive vs. reactive strategies:  timesaving, practical methods to 
direct students & reinforce behaviors 

♦ General accommodations for students with various disabilities 

♦ Tips for the 1:1 paraprofessionals 

♦ Communication & collaboration issues 
 
 
P-8 

 
Paraprofessional’s Guide to Increase Student Engagement and 
Decrease Problematic Behaviors 
 

 
Content/Outcomes: 
 While general behavior support strategies will be discussed, this workshop 

will focus on successful strategies the paraprofessional can utilize with 
students with “non-severe disabilities.”  Proven accommodation 
strategies for inclusive settings will be shared, as well as helpful tips for 
dealing with student attention, anxiety, sensory issues, and social 
difficulties in all settings. 
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PARAPROFESSIONAL STRAND 

 
Presenter:  Jodie Dittmar, Education Specialist 
Time:  3 Hours 
Audience: Paraprofessionals 
 
 
P-9 

 
Paraprofessional’s Role in Behavior Support for Students With 
Severe Disabilities 
 

 
Content/Outcomes: 
 This workshop will focus on supportive strategies for assisting in the 

education of nonverbal students and those with severe disabilities.  
Behavior support strategies for classroom and 1-to-1 paraprofessionals 
will be included to assist with sensory skills, communication, social skills, 
and other difficulties. 

 
 
 
 Partial requirement for Paraprofessional Training Certificate in some SELPAs 
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PARENT STRAND 

 
Presenter:  Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C., Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist 
Time:  3 Hours  
 

 
C-1 
 

 
A Parent’s Guide to Understanding and Supporting the  
Sensory Needs of Children with Autism  

 
 Audience: Parents of children with autism or other disabilities with sensory 

sensitivities 
Content/Outcomes: 

Parents will be introduced to the unique sensory needs of children with 
autism. A focus will be on developing sensitivity to those needs and 
awareness of a range of supports and interventions that may be helpful at 
home. Be prepared for a muti-sensory experience with lots of “hands-on” 
opportunities! 

 
 
C-2 

 
A Parent’s Guide to Understanding and Supporting the  
Behavioral Needs of Children with Autism 

 
Audience:  Parents of children with autism 
Content/Outcomes 

Parents will be introduced to  practical, powerful ideas for increasing 
structure and visual behavioral supports at home.  

 
 
C-3 

 
A Parent’s Guide to Understanding and Supporting the  
Communication and Social Needs of Children with Autism 

 
Audience: Parents of children with autism who are nonverbal or  minimally verbal. 
Content/Outcomes 

Parents will learn some broad-based supports for developing beginning 
communication and social skills in their children who are on the Autism 
Spectrum. It will cover the needs of children who are nonverbal, as well as 
the needs of higher functioning children who are socially aware and 
verbal, but lack social sophistication.   The emphasis will be on how to 
notice and take advantage of opportunities for children to learn and 
demonstrate communicative intent. 

New

New

New
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PARENT STRAND 
 
Presenter:  Bev Long, M.A., C.C.C. Speech Pathologist & Education Specialist 
Time:  3 Hours 

 
 
C 4 

 
A Parent’s Guide to Understanding and Supporting the Communication 
and Social Needs of Students with Autism and Adolescents with High 
Functioning Autism and Asperger Syndrome 

 
Audience: Parents of children and adolescents with Asperger Syndrome 
Content/Outcomes: 

This workshop will focus on the unique social and relationship needs of 
high functioning, verbal children and adolescents with autism and 
Asperger Syndrome.  Parents will be introduced to general social supports 
that can be used at home and in the community.  
This workshop will NOT cover the needs of nonverbal or minimally 
verbal children. 

 
 
C 5 

 
A Parent’s Guide to Writing and Implementing Social Stories 

 
Audience: Parents of students with Autism and other Developmental Delays 
Content/Outcomes: 

This workshop will feature a 3 hour training video of Carol Gray presenting 
Social Stories. This video is interactive and augmented by a workbook 
prepared by Carol Gray.   

 
 
C 6 

 
A Parent’s Guide to Understanding and Supporting the Social Needs of 
Students with Language and Learning Disabilities  

 
Audience: Parents of children and adolescents with learning disabilities 
Content/Outcomes 

Parents will be presented with an overview of social skill development in 
school-aged children and adolescents. Informal supports and interventions 
will be presented that are home and community “friendly.” 

New

New

New
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MEDICAL ISSUES STRAND:  “ASK THE DOCTOR” 
 
Presenter:  Dr. Desiree Rodgers 
Time: 4:00 to 5:30 P.M. 
Place:   Herman Frisby Conference Room 
 Diagnostic Center, Central 
 1818 W. Ashlan, Fresno, CA 
Audience: All Education Staff & Families 
Registration form on page 5 

 
 
 Sept. 8, 2005 

 
 Traditional, Alternative & Complementary Medicine 
Treatments for Learning Disabilities, Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder and Autistic Spectrum Disorders 
 

 
Objectives: 

1. To understand the DSM-IV criteria to make the diagnosis for specific learning 
disabilities (SLD), attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), and autistic 
spectrum disorders (ASD). 

2. To review traditional medical/educational treatments for SLD, ADHD, and ASD. 
3. To review complementary and alternative treatments for SLD, ADHD, and ASD. 

 
 

 
Nov. 10, 2005 

 
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 
 

 
Objectives:   

1. To understand the current terminology used to describe children with 
intrauterine exposure to alcohol (FAS, ARND, ARBD, FASD) 

2. To describe the physical and neurobehavioral findings in children exposed to 
alcohol in utero.  

New

New
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MEDICAL ISSUES STRAND:  “ASK THE DOCTOR” 
 
Presenter:   Dr. Desiree Rodgers 
Time: 4:00 to 5:30 P.M. 
Place: Herman Frisby Conference Room 
 Diagnostic Center, Central 
 1818 W. Ashlan, Fresno, CA 
 Audience: All Education Staff & Families 
 Registration form on page 5 
  
 
Jan. 12, 2006 

 
Developmental Delay 
 

 
Objectives: 

1. To understand the normal development of gross motor, fine motor, speech 
and language, and cognitive milestones in children. 

2. To determine when a child should be referred for screening for developmental 
delay. 

3. To learn about the medical evaluation of a child for developmental delay. 
 
 
March 9, 2006 

 
Epilepsy/Seizure Disorder & Anticonvulsant Medications 
 

 
Objectives: 

1. To review the different types of seizures. 
2. To understand the impact seizures can have on cognition and behavior. 
3. To understand the impact anticonvulsant medication can have on cognition 

and behavior. 
 
 

New

New


